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THE DRILLED BODYGUARD

The worst is still to conie. The provisions for
representation in the provinces, in our view very re-
actionary, can after 10 years be amended. But no one,
not even the Parliament at Westminster, can touch these
Princes or lessen their rights, They enter as sovereign
parties to a Treaty. It would be ultra vires to impose
on them any charter of civil or political rights, to lessen
their excessive voting strength, or to require them to
carry out any species of election. This they will do,
if ever, at their own good pleasure.

Few have realised this aspect of the constitution.
In our view it buys a spurious unity for the peninsula
at the cost of permanent enslavement to the ugliest
form of reaction. Some answers are possible. It may
be said that the Princes are merely the drilled body-
guard of the Viceroy, which will vote as it is told. In
that case the Federation is an even worse sham than
it looks. Or else, it may be said that one day Princes
will be driven to grant constitutions. It may be so.
But some of them have fairly strong armies ; all of
them can count on the Paramount Power to suppress
rebellion; few of them (perhaps four) face any free or
organised opinion, or need fear a free press. To hand
over India to these obscurantist depots, on the chance
that revolutions will occur within any predictable time
in hundreds of the most variously situated States,
* strikes us as a peculiarly irresponsible form of